Talent  shines 
In  T.O. 

Canadians  dazzle 
the  judges  during 
Toronto  auditions. 
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Records  at  risk 


Students  who  opted  out  of  health  benefits  may  have  used  an  insecure  website 
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The  difference  between  regular  HTTP  and  HTTPS  is  that  the  ‘S'  means  secure. 


By  NICOLE  JOBES 

Students  who  opted  out  of 
Conestoga  Students  Inc.’s 
health  and  dental  benefits 
plan  may  have  inadvertently 
opted  out  of  standard  security 
protocol  as  well. 

An  anonymous  email  was 
sent  to  Spoke  Sept.  28 
expressing  concern  about  the 
secxirity  of  the  health  plan  opt- 
out  website, 

mystudentplan.ca.  It  said  the 
online  opt-out  form  did  not 
appear  to  utUize  the  proper 
encr5T)tion  to  protect  the  data 
students  must  submit. 

Gallivan  & Associates 
Student  Networks  Inc.  is  a 
for-profit  student  benefits 
consultant  and  benefit  buying 
group  that  partners  with 
post-secondary  student  asso- 
ciations to  harness  their  ben- 
efits purchasing  power.  One 
of  its  partners  is  CSI. 

In  addition  to  securing  a 
benefits  plan  for  CSI,  the 
company  created  and  man- 
ages the  opt-out  website  and 
its  information.  The  compa- 
ny’s privacy  pohcy  states  that 
they  are  committed  to  pro- 
tecting the  privacy  of  their 
clients  and  they  take  reason- 


able precautions  to  protect 
the  security  of  records  con- 
taining personal  information. 

That  same  privacy  policy 
states  that  they  will  ensure 
the  personal  information  is 
collected  and  retained  under 
the  Personal  Information 


Protection  and  Electronic 
Documents  Act  (PIPEDA). 
Section  4.7.3  of  PIPEDA 
states  that  the  methods  of 
protection  should  include 
“technological  measures,  for 
example,  the  use  of  pass- 
words and  encryption.” 


According  to  Gallivan,  the 
information  is  protected  and 
encrypted  in  a secure  tier  1 
hosting  facility  after  transit 
by  their  hosting  provider, 
Tenzing  Hosting  Services. 
Tier.  1 is  the  simplest  classifi- 
cation of  a data  centre. 


emplo5dng  firewalls  and  deep 
packet  inspections. 

Redundancy  in  the  systems 
allows  for  it  to  adapt  to  vari- 
ous levels  of  traffic  and  drop 
any  suspicious  activities. 

However,  the  information  is 
at  risk  before  it  reaches  the 
facility,  when  it  is  being 
inputted  into  mystudent- 
plan.ca and  again  while  it  is 
in  transit  to  Gallivan’s  host- 
ing facility.  While  the  facihty 
adheres  to  industry  stan- 
dards for  data  encryption,  the 
information  is  vulnerable 
before  it  gets  there. 

There  are  two  ways  a web- 
site is  secured;  HTTPS  and 
an  SSL  certificate.  The  CSI 
opt-out  website  has  neither. 

According  to  an  article  by 
Jeremy  Dotson  in  BizTech 
Magazine,  the  difference 
between  H'TTP  and  HTTPS 
comes  down  to  the  ‘S.’ 
H5^erText  Transfer  Protocol 
refers  to  how  information  is 
presented  to  the  user  of  the 
computer;  it’s  really  a way  of 
communicating  your  interac- 
tions with  the  browser.  The 
‘S’  stands  for  secure,  and  dif- 
ferentiates one  sender  and 
receiver  from  another. 

See  OPTING  OUT,  Page  3 


Students  find  commuter  parking  lot  loophole 


By  NICOLE  JOBES 

The  early  bird  gets  the 
worm  ...  or  in  this  case,  the 
parking  spot. 

By  8 a.m.  on  any  given 
weekday,  the  carpool  lot  on 
Homer  Watson  Boulevard  is 
full.  By  8:30  a.m.  on  the  same 
weekday,  the  lot  is  crowded 
and  over  capacity. 

A small  sign  at  the  back  of 
the  lot  states  the  lot  is  for 
“commuter  use  only;”  howev- 
er, it’s  not  just  commuters 
taking  up  spots. 

Students  feeling  the  finan- 
cial pressures  of  post-second- 
ary  education  have  found  a 
clever  way  to  avoid  paying  for 
parking  at  Conestoga  College. 
Parked  in  every-which-way 
possible,  students  and  com- 


muters alike  try  and  squeeze 
their  vehicles  into  every  cre- 
vasse the  lot  has  to  offer. 

“I  just  get  here  as  early  as  I 
can  and  hope  to  find  a spot  ... 
it  helps  that  my  car  is  a tiny 
little  Civic  and  fits  pretty 
much  anywhere,”  said 
Breanne  Docherty,  a first- 
year  general  arts  student  at 
the  college.  Docherty  did  not 
buy  a parking  pass  at  the 
Doon  campus  because  she  felt 
it  was  overpriced. 

Parking  at  the  college  has 
gradually  increased  over  the 
last  three  years  from  $365  to 
$435  for  an  annual  pass. 
Barb  Eichholz  of  Safety  and 
Security  Services  at 
Conestoga’s  Doon  campus 
said  while  students  may  feel 
parking  is  costly,  their  prices 


are  competitive  with  other 
colleges  across  the  province. 

However,  Docherty  said,  “I 
pay  enough  in  tuition  and  gas 
as  it  is  ...  it  just  feels  like  the 
bottom  line  is  about  dollar 
signs,  not  the  ^elfare  of  the 
students.” 

Another  first-year 

Conestoga  student,  Amanda 
Busby,  bought  a semi-annual 
parking  pass  at  the  Doon 
campus. 

“I  am  considering  parking  in 
the  carpool  next  term  just  to 
save  the  extra  cash,”  Busby 
said.  “It  is  slightly  concerning 
seeing  how  people  park  in  the 
ditches  in  there  now  though,  I 
may  just  bite  the  bullet  and 
buy  another  pass  to  save  the 
hassle.” 

See  STUDENTS,  Page  3 


PHOTO  BY  NICOLE  JOBES 

onestoga  College  students  and  commuters  alike  arrive  early  in 
le  morning  to  ciaim  a spot  at  the  Homer  Watson  Boulevard  car- 
nnl  lot. 
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Now  deep  thoughts 
...  with  Conestoga  College 

Random  questions  answered  by  random  students 

If  you  could  have  a slave  robot  with 
only  one  function,  what  would  that 
function  be? 


“The  vacuuming  around 
my  house.  I’m  fine  with 
dishes  and  everything 
else,  but  I hate  vacuum- 
ing.” 

Julia  Lovett, 

post-grad 
video  journalism 


“It  would  be  my  chef.” 


Brook  Stachel, 

post-grad 
integrated  marketing 
communications 


“It  would  do  all  my 
homework  for  me.” 


Taylor  Gilders, 

first-year 

marketing 


“House  cleaning.  Might 
as  well  be  something  you 
don’t  like  doing  yourself.” 

Chris  Sutton, 

third-year 
business  administration 
and  accounting 


Smile  Conestoga,  you  could  be  our  next  respondent! 


United  Way  goal  $50,000 


By  MARIANA  C.  MORALES 

There  is  a good  chance  that 
you  or  someone  you  know  has 
used  an  organization  that  is 
funded  by  the  United  Way  of 
Canada. 

Every  year  during  October, 
Conestoga  College  holds  a 
fundraising  campaign  for  The 
United  Way  of  Kitchener, 
Waterloo  and  Area.  Oct.  12 
marks  the  kickoff  day  for  the 
campaign  at  the  college.  The 
goal,  like  previous  years,  is 
$50,000. 

Last  year,  the  Student  Life 
department  alone  raised 
$5,110  which  was  a major 
increase  from  the  previous 
year.  A large  portion  of  the 
$50,000  is  donated  by  faculty 
and  staff. 

On  Oct.  12,  many  communi- 
ty organizations  will  set  up 
displays  in  the  Student  Life 
Centre  to  talk  about  their 
organization  and  to  let  stu- 
dents know  where  their 
money  is  going. 

Student  Life  also  works 
with  two  college  programs, 
the  business  foundations  pro- 
gram and  human  services 
foundations,  to  put  events 
and  activities  together  to 
encourage  students  to  donate 
money.  Those  programs  have 
a course  called  Student 
Success  for  Higher  Learning 


which  has  the  fundraiser  as 
one  of  the  course  outcomes. 

Student  Life  also  encour- 
ages campus  service  learning 
which  is  an  approach  where 
students  succeed  in  their 
course  outcomes  through 
activities  in  the  college  com- 
munity. It  is  seeing  Conestoga 
College  as  a village  since  we 
have  everything  a community 
has  such  as  doctors,  a chiro- 
practor, a radio  station,  a 
retail  store  and  more. 


U 


The  money  from 
Conestoga’s  campaign 
helps  out  people  in  our 
community. 

- Ryan  Connell 


In  order  for  a village  to  suc- 
ceed, one  must  give  back  to 
the  community.  The  United 
Way  campaign  gets  students 
involved  and  helps  them 
learn  how  to  give  back  to  our 
community. 

Student  Life  programmer, 
Ryan  Connell,  organizes  the 
event  and  said  there  could  be 
students  on  our  campus  who 
are  directly  being  helped  by 
The  United  Way. 


“It’s  not  just  you’re  donating 
to  a cause  and  you  might  not 
know  what  the  benefits  of  the 
change  you  donate,”  he  said. 
“The  money  from  Conestoga’s 
campaign  helps  out  people  in 
our  community.” 

A giant  poster  of  a ther- 
mometer will  be  placed  out- 
side of  Tim  Hortons  that 
shows  how  close  the  college  is 
to  the  goal. 

The  United  Way  of 
Kitchener,  Waterloo  and  Area 
is  a charity  dedicated  to  help- 
ing communities  and  improv- 
ing the  lives  of  many  people. 
The  money  they  raise  is  given 
to  other  charities  and  commu- 
nities that  need  the  support. 
An  example  of  an  organiza- 
tion that  is  supported  by  The 
United  Way  is  the  Waterloo 
Region  Food  Bank.  The 
United  Way  helps  them  fund- 
raise so  that  their  association 
is  possible.  According  to  the 
Food  Bank,  for  every  $500 
donated,  it  can  be  turned  into 
$8,000  worth  of  emergency 
food. 

Student  Life  needs  volun- 
teers to  help  with  the  cam- 
paign. Go  to  www.conesto- 
gac.on.ca/studentlife  for  vol- 
unteer opportunities.  For 
more  information  on  The 
United  Way  of  Kitchener, 
Waterloo  and  Area,  visit: 
www.uwaykw.org. 


Su#6rts 


United  Way 


with 


liEb  Way  Kick-off 


Wednesday  October  12 
11:00am  - IrOOpm  Student  Life  Centre 


. a 


By  Tim  Horton  s 


Help  us  kick  off  Conestoga’s  United  Way  Campaign! 
Learn  about  community  agencies  funded  by  United  Wayi 
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Students  parking  where  they  please 


♦ Continued  from  Page  1 

“We  have  received  com- 
plaints about  students  park- 
ing in  the  carpool,  but  we 
can’t  do  much  about  it,”  said 
Eichholz. 

Graduating  from  the  mar- 
keting program  at  Conestoga 
College  last  year,  Graham 
List,  24,  now  uses  the  lot 
every  day  to  meet  his  co- 
workers and  carpool  to  work 
in  Mississauga. 

“I  know  what  it’s  like  to  eat 
mac  n’  cheese  every  day  for 
dinner,  I was  there,”  List 
said.  “I  parked  here  when  I 
was  a student  too,  but  it  was 
never  this  bad.  Some  days  I 
can’t  even  find  a spot  when  I 
get  here  at  8 a.m.” 

While  students  seem  to  be 
taking  over  the  lot  one  spot  at 
a time,  nothing  is  being  done, 
and  it  is  unclear  whether  or 
not  anything  will  be. 

The  Ontario  Ministry  of 
Transportation  owns  the  lot 
and  does  have  a few  rules  sur- 
rounding its  us.  A traffic  com- 
munications operator  named 
Barb,  who  wouldn’t  give  her 
last  name,  said  cars  were  to 
only  park  in  the  designated 
spots.  No  car  is  allowed  to 
block  anyone  in,  and  if  some- 
one does,  then  they  should 
call  the  Ontario  Provincial 


Police  and  have  that  car 
towed. 

However,  the  OPP  said  that 
ticketing  and  enforcing  those 
rules  is  not  their  jurisdiction, 
referring  it  to  the  Waterloo 
Regional  Police  Service. 

As  it  turns  out,  the  WRDPS 
is  also  not  in  charge  of  enforc- 
ing these  rules  as  set  out  by 
the  MTO,  according  to 
Inspector  Greg  Lamport. 

“Only  the  owner  of  the  lot 


can  make  a complaint  that 
we  can  act  upon,”  he  said. 
“In  this  case  we  would  have 
to  have  the  MTO  or  a gov- 
ernment official  call  the 
police.” 

Lamport  summed  up  the 
situation  with  a simple  anal- 
ogy: “ ...  Somebody  parks  in 
your  driveway  when  you’re 
on  vacation,  but  it  bothers 
your  neighbour  who  wanted 
to  use  your  space  while  you 
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were  away  to  park  their  car. 
So  the  neighbour  calls  the 
cops,  but  the  cops  can’t  do 
anything  unless  it’s  the 
owner  of  the  driveway  com- 
plaining.” 

So,  who  is  in  charge  of 
enforcing  the  carpool  lot 
rules?  It  seems  like  no  one 
is. 

As  far  as  Lamport  is  con- 
cerned, students  have  found  a 
“loophole”  in  the  system. 


Residence 
polling  station 
not  as  busy 
as  expected 

By  ASHLEY  WEUORiX^STEUOE 

The  advance  poll  at 
Conestoga  College  residence 
wasn’t  exactly  a happening 
place.  It  was  held  Sept.  29 
from  8 a.m.  to  9 p.m. 

“We’ve  had  15  (voters)  since 
this  morning,”  said  Paul 
Mundy,  who  supervised  the 
residence  polling  station. 
“We’re  anticipating  a few 
more.  It’s  mostly  been  stu- 
dents from  the  residence 
here.” 

Mundy  didn’t  seem  to  be  too 
concerned  about  the  lack  of 
students  voting. 

‘We  were  hoping  for  more,” 
he  said.  “But  we’re  happy 
with  what  we  got.”  Overall 
the  total  number  of  students 
who  voted  was  25,  according 
to  Elections  Ontario. 

Mundy  went  on  to  say  one  of 
the  reasons  there  wasn’t  a big 
turnout  was  because  most  of 
the  students  in  rez  were  from 
out  of  town  and  were  under 
the  impression  they  had  to  go 
home  to  vote. 


Opdng  out  on  more  than  Nq  raise  for  CSI  VPs 


Just  health  benefits 


♦ Continued  from  Page  1 

HTTPS  works  in  conjunc- 
tion with  SSL,  which  then 
takes  that  data  and  encr57pts 
it.  SSL  uses  a mathematical 
algorithm  to  hide  the  true 
meaning  of  the  data,  making 
it  prohibitively  difficult  to 
crack. 


"While  all  data  in  transit 
online  is  vulnerable,  all 
available  measures  are 
being  taken ...” 

- Jennifer  Smola 


99 


“HTTPS  is  secure  because  it 
uses  SSL  to  move  data,” 
Dotson  wrote. 

Because  mystudentplan.ca 
does  not  use  HTTPS  or  a SSL 
certificate,  identifying  infor- 
mation including  first  and 
last  name,  student  number, 
date  of  birth,  address,  email, 
telephone  number,  health 
insurance  plan,  provider 
information  and  banking 
information  is  transmitted 
over  the  Internet  without  any 
encryption. 

Michael  Abraham  of 
Computer  Services  at 


Conestoga’s  Boon  campus 
said  when  a website  does  not 
employ  proper  HTTPS,  any- 
one “sniffing”  can  intercept 
information  in  transit.  This 
means  any  third  party, 
including  hackers,  could 
potentially  access  any  infor- 
mation you  send  via  HTTP. 

Jennifer  Smola,  a represen- 
tative from  Gallivan  & 
Associates,  said  in  an  email 
that  there  is  no  reason  to  be 
concerned  about  the  lack  of 
HTTPS. 

“There  is  no  known  breach 
of  student  information,”  said 
Smola.  “While  all  data  in 
transit  online  is  vulnerable, 
all  available  measures  are 
being  taken  with  the  service 
provided  through  the  website 
to  protect  individual  informa- 
tion. An  additional  measure 
is  to  include  a SSL  certificate 
on  the  website  to  show  the 
site  meets  security  and 
encryption  standards;  this  is 
currently  being  established.” 

According  to  Smola,  the 
website  did  not  have  a SSL 
certificate. 

The  opt-out  website  closed 
on  Sept.  29,  a day  early,  and 
is  no  longer  functional,  but 
not  before  thousands  of  stu- 
dents had  entered  their 
information. 


By  RYAN  HORNE 

Students  at  the  Waterloo 
campus  can  breathe  a little 
easier. 

Conestoga  Students  Inc.’s 
(CSI)  two  vice-presidents  will 
not  be  getting  a raise  in  their 
honorariums  after  a unani- 
mous decision  by  the  board  of 
directors  on  Sept.  28  at  the 
monthly  CSI  meeting. 

An  honorarium  is  a volun- 
tary payment  for  services 
where  fees  are  not  legally 
required. 

“It’s  just  a bonus  and  it’s 
something  we  do  to  appreci- 
ate everybody  and  all  their 
hard  work,”  said  CSI  presi- 
dent Ciara  Byrne. 

The  issue  of  honorariums 
was  raised  over  the  summer 
by  the  executive  committee 
and  they  brought  it  to  the 
board.  The  vice-presidents 
will  be  getting  a monthly 
work  review  to  see  if  they  are 
fulfilling  their  job  descrip- 
tion. 

If  a raise  was  given  to  the 
vice-presidents,  the  money 
! would  have  probably  come 
; from  Waterloo’s  events  funds 
i the  board  was  told.  The  budg- 
et for  the  Waterloo  campus  is 
already  only  $40,000  and 
they  would  have  to  take 
$10,000  to  $15,000  out  of  the 
budget  for  the  honorarium 


raise.  Alicia  McDonald,  direc- 
tor of  advocacy,  believes  this 
wouldn’t  have  been  fair  to 
Waterloo  students. 

“That  could  really  signifi- 
cantly affect  how  this  year 
could  go  at  that  campus,”  she 
said.  “There’s  not  a lot  going 
on  there  as  it  is  and  that 
could  diminish  that  even 
more.” 

Lisa  Steele,  director  of 
research  and  development, 
respects  the  work  of  the  vice- 
presidents  but  thinks  all  of 
Conestoga’s  campuses  should 
be  treated  equally  no  matter 
the  size  or  prominence. 

“I  don’t  want  to  take  away 
from  Waterloo’s  budget  espe- 
cially when  we  are  trying  to 
increase  the  presence  on  the 
other  campuses,”  said 
Steele. 

The  directors  get  paid 
$17.50  an  hour  in  honorari- 
ums while  the  vice-presidents 
get  paid  $12.50  an  hour.  The 
vice-presidents  were  hoping 
to  get  paid  the  same  amount 
as  the  eight  directors.  Vice- 
presidents  do  get  some  perks 
though  as  they  receive  $50 
each  month  toward  their  cell- 
phone bills. 

If  they  gave  raises  to  the 
two  vice-presidents  positions 
they  would  have  gone  over 
the  honorarium  budget.  n 
the  past  the  director  honorar- 


iums have  increased  twice 
while  the  vice-presidents 
have  never  had  an  increase. 

Vice-presidents  work  15 
hours  per  week  while  direc- 
tors work  five  hours.  VPs  also 
have  CSI  signing  authority 
and  work  dxiring  the  sum- 
mer. 

At  the  end  of  the  day  the 
general  consensus  among  the 
directors  was  that  if  the 
money  is  going  to  be  taken 
away  from  the  students  then 
it  is  not  worth  it. 

“No  matter  where  we  get 
that  money  from  it’s  going  be 
taken  from  the  students,” 
said  Zoey  Ross,  director  of 
sustainability. 

A review  will  be  brought  to 
the  policy  committee  and  the 
subject  will  be  discussed 
again  in  January. 

In  other  news,  the  board 
discussed  upcoming  events 
including  “Movember”  which 
will  be  taking  place  in 
November. 

The  purpose  of  Movember  is 
to  raise  funds  and  also  aware- 
ness for  men’s  health,  specifi- 
cally prostate  cancer. 

Men  are  encouraged  to  grow 
a wacky  or  crazy  moustache. 
CSI  discussed  ideas  for  a col- 
lege-wide campaign  including 
a pub  night,  T-shirts  and 
competitions  for  the  best 
moustache. 
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More  food  options 
needed  at  college 

By  SARAH  SHAW 


Here’s  some  food  for  thought. 

The  food  choices  here  at  Conestoga  College  are  few 
and  far  between;  very  far  between. 

Overall,  Chartwells,  the  food  services  provider,  offers 
limited  fare,  and  what  it  does  offer  is  spread  out. 

There  are  four  main  dining  areas  on  campus:  Tim 
Hortons  and  a Pizza  Pizza/cafeteria-style  corridor  in  the 
Sanctuary;  located  on  level  two,  a conglomerate  of  snacks, 
daily  specials,  burgers  and  salads,  located  on  level  one, 
and  a Pizza  Pizza/Subway,  located  on  level  one. 

The  Tim  Hortons  is  often  crammed  with  lines  lasting  10 
minutes  or  more,  and  this  is  on  a slow  day.  That  means  if 
a student  would  like  a coffee  from  there  they  would  need 
to  allow  themselves  almost  30  minutes  to  make  it  to  class 
on  time,  something  students  don’t  always  have. 

Conestoga  is  one  of  the  only  colleges  around  to  not 
offer  a meal  plan,  which  would  save  students  a lot  of 
money  at  school  and  at  numerous  off-campus  restau- 
rants and  fast-food  chains.  However,  they  still  expect 
the  student  body  to  dine  daily  at  one  of  these  four  mun- 
dane locations  where  prices  can  be  up  to  $10  for  a popu- 
lar option  such  as  chicken  fingers  and  fries.  Although 
coffee  and  pastries  can  be  found  on  level  one  in 
Conestoga’s  main  cafeteria,  the  prices  there  for  a coffee 
far  exceed  those  of  Tim  Hortons. 

Yes,  it  is  true  that  sometimes  the  main  "cafeteria  will 
offer  coupons  and  specific  days  to  save,  but  is  that  real- 
ly enough? 

And  would  it  not  make  sense  to  build  another  area  for 
food  and  beverages  in  the  school’s  F-wing?  Or  perhaps 
offer  something  with  a little  more  gusto? 

Some  Ontario  colleges  such  as  Niagara  College  offer 
numerous  food  options  including  Grill  Works,  Bene 
Pasta,  Montague’s  Deli,  Pita  Pit,  Expresso’s  Coffee  and 
Freshen  Smoothies,  all  on  their  meal  plan. 

The  problem  is  that  here  at  Conestoga  students  are 
being  offered  limited  options  for  what  Chartwells  must 
assume  is  an  unlimited  budget. 

While  many  students  flock  off-campus  to  find  cheaper 
and  sometimes  healthier  options,  it  would  be  beneficial 
for  the  school  to  offer  a more  exciting  food  atmosphere 
to  literally  feed  the  passion  and  work  ethic  that  drives 
so  many  at  the  college. 


The  views  herein  represent  the  position  of  the  newspa- 
per, not  necessarily  the  author. 


Letters  are  welcome 


Spoke  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  Letters  should  be 
signed  and  include 
the  name  and  tele- 
phone number  of  the  ^ 
writer.  Writers  will  be 
contacted  for  verifica- 
tion. 

No  unsigned  letters  will  be 
published. 


Letters  should  be  no  longer 
than  500  words. 

Spoke  reserves  the  right 
to  edit  any  letter 
for  publication. 

Address  correspon- 
dence to: 

The  Editor,  Spoke,  299  Doon 
Valley  Dr.,  Room  1C30, 
Kitchener,  Ont.,  N2G  4M4 


Watch  out,  ITS  BACK! 


Smiling  despite  the  misery 


You  know  those  mornings 
where  everything  seems  to  go 
wrong?  Your  alarm  doesn’t 
go  off,  you  stayed  up  too  late 
the  night  before,  you  missed 
the  bus  or  even,  dare  I say, 
you  forgot  your  morning  cof- 
fee in  the  rush  to  get  to 
school  on  time.  Yeah, 

THOSE  mornings. 

Those  mornings  used  to 
just  ruin  my  day  and  pretty 
much  nothing  could  get  in 
the  way  of  my  own  pre- 
scribed unhappiness.  You’ve 
seen  those  people  stumble 
around,  heck  you’ve  probably 
done  the  same,  letting  the 
simplest  of  things  such  as 
your  morning  routine  going 
slightly  awry  get  to  you. 

All  that  used  to  be  true  for 
me  until  one  day,  pretty 
much  everything  that  could 
go  wrong  did. 

It’s  8:11  a.m.  in  the  morn- 
ing when  I finally  awake, 
jmp  forgot  to  set  the  alarm. 

So  I quickly  run  downstairs, 
start  the  kettle  for  my  tea, 
run  back  upstairs,  hop  into 
the  shower  just  long  enough 
to  get  the  crust  out  of  my 
eyes  when  I hear  the  kettle 
going  off.  So  I jump  out  of 
the  shower  and  proceed  to 
run  downstairs.  Big  mistake 


James  Witczak 

Opinion 


on  my  part.  I forget  the  fact 
that  I’m  still  soaking  wet  and 
that  laminate  flooring  on  the 
stairs  isn’t  exactly  the  best 
thing  to  be  running  on  when 
you  have  slippery  feet. 

Guess  what  happens? 

Yup,  I trip  and  fall  down 
the  stairs  and  manage  to  get 
my  wrist  caught  in  the  rail- 
ing causing  EXTREME  pain 
in  the  process. 

So,  I shut  off  the  kettle, 
grab  my  mug,  run  out  the 
door,  hop  in  my  car  and  race 
off  to  the  school  hoping  to 
make  it  on  time.  Good  start 
to  the  day,  eh? 

So,  being  the  second  day  of 
school  and  remembering  the 
horrible  lineups  on  the  401 
during  the  first  day  due  to 
the  strike,  I decide  to  take 
the  long  way  to  school  to 
avoid  the  401,  meaning  a 25- 
minute  trip  turns  into  a 45- 
minute  trip.  But  hey.  I’m 
saving  time,  right?  Well,  as 


lugk  would  have  it,  when  I 
drove  by  the  401  ramp  there 
was  absolutely  no  lineup  at 
all  and  ever5d;hing  was  run- 
ning smoothly,  meaning  that 
I took  that  extra-long  route 
for  no  reason  at  all. 

So  great.  I’m  even  later 
now. 

I arrive  to  class  late  and  sit 
down  to  have  my  nice  hot 
cup  of  tea  only  to  find  out 
that  it’s  literally  just  a hot 
cup  of  water  because  I was  in 
such  a rush  in  the  morning 
that  I forgot  to  put  in  the  bag 
of  tea. 

Oh,  and  did  I mention  that 
my  wrist  was  in  EXTREME 
pain? 

Believe  it  or  not,  telling 
that  story  over  and  over  to 
people  has  brought  a smile  to 
my  face  that  I quite  possibly 
couldn’t  have  ever  imagined. 
Turns  out  that  the  horrible 
morning  was  probably  the 
most  memorable  moment  of 
my  school  year  thus  far.  Go 
figure. 

So  the  moral  of  the  story  is 
to  find  something  to  smile 
about  no  matter  how  bad  the 
situation  is,  because  trust 
me,  it  can  always  get  worse. 
Only  you  can  decide  how  you 
handle  it,  good  or  bad. 
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MEETING  AGENDA 


1 . Call  to  Order 

2.  Determine  Quorum 

3.  Approval  of  Agenda 

4.  Approval  of  “Annual  General 
Meeting  2010"  Minutes 

5.  Presentation  of  Audited 
Financial  Documents 

6.  Presentation  of  CSl 
Annual  Report 

7.  Upcoming/  In  The  Works 
Initiatives 

8.  College  Student  Alliance 
Presentation 

9.  Adjournment 


iii 


8:00  PM 


LOCATED  IN 
THE  SANCTUARY 
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Career  fair  draws  thousands 


Students  made  sure  they  suited  up  and  had  resumes  in  hand 


PHOTO  BY  ANDREW  OMRAN 


A Conestoga  College  student  had  her  resume  reviewed  prior  to  a career  fair  that  was  held  at  Rim 
Park  on  Sept.  28. 


By  ANDREW  OMRAN 

Students  out  of  school  still 
have  a fair  shot  at  getting  a 
job. 

The  downward  spiral  that 
the  economy  has  taken  over 
the  last  couple  of  years  may 
have  a lot  of  people  thinking 
there  aren’t  jobs  out  there  for 
post- secondary  graduates  but 
a career  fair  held  on  Sept.  28 
provided  a light  at  the  end  of 
the  tunnel. 

The  annual  career  fair  had 
students  suiting  up  and  print- 
ing off  resumes  in  the  hopes 
that  their  hard  work  would 
land  them  the  career  they 
have  been  hoping  for. 

Betty  Wong,  a graduate 
from  the  University  of 
Waterloo,  was  one  of  the  stu- 
dents at  the  event  talking  to 
employers. 

“I  think  there  are  a lot  of 
well-known  companies 

attending  this  job  fair  and  it 
really  allows  you  to  talk  to 
H.R.  and  the  engineers  work- 
ing at  the  company  and  to 
also  see  the  company  through 
their  eye  and  learn  about 
what  you’re  going  to  do,”  she 
said. 

The  career  fair  was  held  at 
RIM  Park  and  included  repre- 
sentatives from  more  than 


260  employer  organizations 
who  were  exhibiting  and  talk- 
ing to  students  about  existing 
opportunities  within  their 
organizations. 

“The  market  at  this  time  for 
student  recruitment  is  strong. 
We’re  hearing  signs  of  a 
potential  downturn  in  the 
economy,  but  we’re  clearly 
not  seeing  it  here  today,”  said 
Jan  Bass,  director  of  co-opera- 
tive education  and  career 
services  at  Wilfrid  Laurier 
University. 

Approximately  3,335  stu- 
dents and  alumni  attended 
the  career  fair,  which  is  con- 
sidered to  be  one  of  the 
biggest  and  most  successful 
in  North  America. 

But  what  the  employers  are 
looking  for  in  job  candidates 
varies  depending  on  the  com- 
pany. 

RIM  representative,  Andrea 
Howey,  said,  “It  really 
depends  on  the  position  that 
we’re  hiring  for  but  definitely 
an  innovative  hard  worker,  to 
work  in  a very  fast-paced 
environment;  that’s  the  kind 
of  culture  we  have  over  here.” 

Howey  also  encourages  stu- 
dents to  consider  working  for 
RIM  despite  the  company’s 
stock  plummeting  in  recent 
weeks. 


“It’s  business  as  usual  in 
terms  of  the  co-ops  that  we’re 
bringing  in.  It’s  based  on  the 
needs  of  the  business,  so  if 
there’s  a need  for  the  co-ops 
then  we’re  definitely  bringing 
them  in  to  move  forward.” 

Conestoga  students  in  the 


Police  Foundations  program 
also  got  some  reassurance  as 
Sgt.  Ross  Swainson,  repre- 
sentative for  the  Waterloo 
Regional  Police,  shed  some 
light  on  how  post-graduates 
can  get  into  the  force. 

“We’re  looking  for  well- 


rounded  candidates.  One  of 
our  core  values  is  education 
so  we  encourage  people  to 
have  post- secondary  educa- 
tion because  learning  is  very 
important,  adapting  every 
day  to  new  environments,”  he 
said. 


Students  with  allergies  are  prepared 


PHOTO  BY  ALYSHA  MILLER 


Jamie  Wigle,  a first-year  biochemistry  student  at  the  University  of 
Guelph,  points  at  his  EpiPen  on  Oct.  2.  He  has  it  taped  above  his 
dorm  room  door  so  it  can  be  easily  found  in  an  emergency. 


By  ALYSHA  MILLER 

There  is  no  doubt  school  can 
be  an  uncomfortable  environ- 
ment. Due  dates,  tests,  in-class 
assignments  and  exams  aren’t 
exactly  welcomed.  However, 
some  students  have  more  on 
their  plate  to  worry  about  - 
with  what’s  on  their  plate 
being  their  biggest  concern. 

Health  Canada  suggests 
that  about  3-4  per  cent  of 
adults  in  westernized  coun- 
tries have  a food  allergy  of 
some  sort.  The  number  is 
slightly  higher  in  children, 
who  have  their  surroundings 
more  closely  monitored  and 
tailored  to  their  needs.  Places 
such  as  Conestoga  and  other 
college  campuses  are  less 
guarded,  however,  which  can 
make  them  into  an  allergen 
minefield  for  those  avoiding 
things  such  as  peanuts  or 
sesame  seeds. 

Disability  Services  and 
Health  Services  at  the  Doon 
campus  are  unsure  as  to 
whether  Conestoga  has  any 
rules  regarding  the  use  of 
peanut  butter.  Rules  tend  to 
vary  from  classroom  to  class- 
room depending  on  whether 
any  students  present  are 


allergic  to  anything. 

The  cafeterias  in  the  school, 
run  by  Chartwells  Canada,  do 
supply  pre-packaged  foods 
that  contain  nuts,  but  said  the 


other  foods  they  sell  are  rela- 
tively low-risk.  They  added 
that  the  facilities  in  which 
they  produce  foods  with  nuts 
are  kept  separate  from  the 


rest  of  their  products  to  help 
ensure  the  safety  of  their  cus- 
tomers. Signs  in  the  cafeterias 
do  state,  however,  that  any- 
thing bought  does  run  the  risk 
of  having  come  into  contact 
with  peanuts  or  other  nuts. 

“If  I were  still  allergic  to 
peanuts  I’d  probably  feel  safe 
at  school,”  said  Corey 
Bruulsema,  a second— year 
mechanical  systems  engineer- 
ing student  at  Conestoga 
College  who  outgrew  his 
allergy.  “I’d  like  people  to 
respect  the  fact  that  I don’t 
want  peanuts  shoved  in  my 
face,  but  I wouldn’t  want  peo- 
ple to  go  out  of  their  way  to  be 
completely  peanut-free. 

“I’m  often  more  of  a keep-to- 
myself  kind  of  person,  I 
wouldn’t  want  to  have  to  tell 
people  all  the  time  that  I’m 
allergic  to  peanuts,  and  have 
them  change  the  way  they  do 
things.” 

Students  at  other  post-sec- 
ondary institutions  also  have 
to  deal  with  food  allergies. 

“I  haven’t  been  frightened 
yet,”  said  Jamie  Wigle,  a first- 
year  biochemistry  student  liv- 
ing in  residence  at  the 
University  of  Guelph.  He 
keeps  an  EpiPen  taped  above 


his  room  door  in  case  any- 
thing should  happen.  “I’m  not 
allergic  to  peanuts  though, 
that’d  be  scarier.  I’m  allergic 
to  pistachios  and  cashews 
which  are  usually  way  too 
expensive  for  students  to  be 
buying  a lot.” 

Others  are  often  quick  to 
make  compromise  for  those 
with  food  allergies.  ‘Teachers 
ask  us  not  to  bring  peanut  but- 
ter to  lectures  where  a student 
is  allergic  and  everyone’s  real- 
ly co-operative,”  said  Wesley 
Chase,  a first-year  marine 
biology  student  at  the 
University  of  Guelph.  “If  we 
know  someone  has  an  allergy 
we’re  all  more  careful,”  he 
added,  talking  about  his  dorm. 
“We  stUl  eat  peanut  butter 
though  if  it’s  just  us.  I have  ... 
well,  had  a jar  in  my  fridge.” 

Bruulsema  said,  “In  elemen- 
tary schools,  sure,  there  should 
be  laws  there,  because  kids 
don’t  know  how  to  be  responsi- 
ble for  themselves  yet.  But  not 
in  colleges  or  universities.” 

He  felt  by  the  time  students 
go  to  college  or  university  they 
tend  to  know  what  and  where 
to  eat  as  far  as  food  allergies  go, 
as  weU  as  how  to  keep  fellow 
students  with  allergies  safe. 
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The  Respect  Rep  team  meets 
every  two  weeks  to  organize  events 
on  campus  that  promote  respect! 
Learn  more  and  sign  up  by  visiting 
the  Student  Life  Office  (Room  2A 101-2) 


Will  you  survive 
the  Scream  Par1(? 


In  2010 
646  people 
found  it 
too  scary 

By  MARIANA  C.  MORALES 

When  the  sun  rests  for  the 
night  and  the  moon  reveals 
its  face,  the  Scream  Park  at 
Bingemans  opens  its  doors  to 
all  those  brave  enough  to 
enter.  Last  year,  646  people 
chickened  out;  will  you  take 
the  challenge? 

Scream  Park  features  six 
new  attractions  such  as 
Quarantine,  Grindhouse, 
Soul  Asylum,  Clown  Cage, 
and  Zombie  Hunt.  According 
to  Andrea  Conyers,  amuse- 
ment operations  manager  for 
Bingemans,  they  change  the 
houses  every  year  so  it’s  not 
the  same.  “(They)  try  to  scare 
the  “bejeezus’  out  of  every- 
one,” she  said. 

When  it  gets  dark  enough, 
you  will  be  able  to  enter  one 
of  the  houses.  If  it  rains,  it 
makes  the  experience  much 
more  chilling.  The  signs, 
which  are  written  in  blood,  let 
you  know  where  each  attrac- 
tion is  to  get  you  started. 

The  Last  Ride  invites  you  in 
for  a final  sleep  in  a coffin. 
Feel  what  it’s  like  to  be  buried 
ahve  in  the  darkness.  There 
is  also  a camera  on  the  inside 
that  lets  viewers  on  the  out- 
side see  your  reactions.  This 
attraction  can  be  booked  for 
events. 

The  Clown  Cage  is  filled 
with  flashing  lights  and  a 
strange  clown  waiting  for  you 
to  enter.  However,  once  you 
enter,  will  you  be  able  to  get 
out?  It’s  a caged  maze  where 
the  exit  could  be  an5rwhere. 
The  flashing  lights  make  it 
difficult  to  find  the  exit. 

The  Zombie  Hunt  is  the  fan 
favourite. 

According  to  the  Scream 
Park  website,  it  was  so  popu- 
lar last  year  that  they  decided 
to  extend  it  to  every  Friday 
and  Saturday  night. 

You  are  expected  to  sign  a 
waiver  form  in  the  beginning 
for  safety  reasons,  and  then 
you’re  greeted  by  men 
dressed  in  army  outfits  who 
are  the  Special  Task  Force. 
They  take  you  in  an  old,  green 
army  truck  that  can  fit 
around  12  passengers. 

From  there,  they  drive  you 
to  the  Safe  Zone  in  “Metro 
City,”  which  is  infested  by 


PHOTO  BY  MARIANA  C.  MORALES 

This  year  marks  the  sixth  year  that  Bingemans  in  Kitchener 
opened  its  gates  of  heii,  also  known  as  Scream  Park.  Featuring  six 
new  attractions,  they  hope  to  scare  you  and  increase  the  number 
of  visitors  who  chicken  out. 


zombies.  Your  goal  is  to  take 
them  afi  out.  You  are  given  a 
paintball  gun  with  50  rounds, 
and  a mask  for  protection. 
The  city  seems  quiet  until 
screams  are  heard  from  a dis- 
tance where  you  shoot  all 
zombies  in  sight. 

The  other  three  attractions 
are  similar  in  terms  of  tr5dng 
to  scare  you.  The  Grindhouse 
features  eerie  creatures  lurk- 
ing in  the  dark  waiting  for 
you  to  appear.  A survivor  of 
the  Grindhouse,  Renata 
Arfeen,  said  she  doesn’t  like 
scary  things  but  managed  to 
finish  this  attraction.  “It  was 
really  scary.  I chickened  out  a 
little.” 

The  Soul  Asylum  is  a dark 
house  filled  with  the  devil’s 
demons  tr5dng  to  steal  your 
soul.  You  are  only  given  a 
glow  stick  to  help  illuminate 
the  darkness  but  it  cannot 
help  you  with  the  dark  forces 
that  stand  in  your  way. 

The  Quarantine,  the  biggest 
house,  contains  a virus  that 
was  thought  to  be  contained 
and  is  now  spreading.  The 
patients  are  going  crazy  and 
have  taken  over  the  facility. 
They  are  there  to  frighten  you 
and  are  tr5dng  to  satisfy  their 
craving  for  human  flesh. 

This  year,  the  Scream  Park 
opened  on  Sept.  30  and  con- 
tinues throughout  October.  If 


for  any  reason  while  you’re  in 
a house  and  you  are  too 
scared,  just  yell  “I’m  a chick- 
en,” or  “I  want  to  leave,”  and 
one  of  the  actors  will  escort 
you  to  the  nearest  exit  safely. 
The  actors  know  aU  the  exits 
and  safety  features. 

For  more  information  on 
hours,  prices  and  if  it  might 
be  too  much  for  you,  visit 
http://bingemans.com/scream 
park. 


Test  your  sixth  sense 


By  TIFFANY  WILSON 

Get  ready  to  be  spooked  at  a 
Spirits  of  the  Past  Halloween 
event  on  Oct.  29.  Participants 
will  indulge  in  paranormal 
activity  through  interpretive 
ghost  tours  on  the  haunted 
grounds  of  Homer  Watson 
House  & Gallery. 

According  to  a gallery  news 
release,  for  $60  you  can 
attend  and  allow  your  inner 
sixth  sense  to  rise  from  the 
grave.  An  authentic  psychic 
will  also  be  on  hand  and  you 
can  spoil  your  taste  buds  with 
mouth-watering  Halloween 
food  demonstrations  by 
award-winning  chef  Mark 
Brown,  owner  of  Eat  All 
About  It,  which  is  an  organi- 
zation located  in  Stratford 


that  creates  original  dining 
experiences  using  local  pro- 
duce to  enhance  fine  dining. 
Guests  can  expect  a bubbling 
cauldron  of  caramelized  apple 
ice  cream  and  edible  moon- 
stones or  soft  boiled  “dragon 
eggs,”  all  made  before  your 
eyes. 

The  ghostly  evening,  which 
runs  from  7 to  10  p.m.,  wiU  end 
with  a seance  that  wiU  be  guid- 
ed by  Cody  Arand,  renowned 
intuitive  medium  psychic  so 
you  are  able  to  encoimter  the 
spirits  of  the  past,  leaving  you 
wanting  more. 

For  additional  information 
or  to  reserve  tickets  call  519- 
748-4377  or  visit  www.home- 
rwatson.on.ca,  but  hurry 
because  tickets  are  selling 
fast. 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

Spirits  of  the  Past  is  being  heid  at  the  Homer  Watson  House  and 
Gallery  on  Oct.  29  at  a cost  of  $60  per  person. 
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By  JESSICA  MARTIN 

Catch  their  eyes,  or  catch  the  train 
home. 

The  preliminary  round  judges  for 
Canada’s  Got  Talent  are  making 
their  way  across  the  nation  in  search 
of  stars;  fire  breathers,  musicians, 
magicians,  cyclists,  acrobats  or  any- 
one who  can  make  their  jaws  drop. 

The  most  recent  auditions  were  held 
at  the  Rogers  Centre  in  Toronto  from 
Sept.  27-30  where  thousands  of  people 
lined  the  street  waiting  to  showcase 
their  acts. 

The  judges  began  their  journey  in 
Winnipeg  and  then  headed  to 
Edmonton,  Vancouver,  Montreal  and 
Toronto.  They  will  be  in  Halifax  on 
Oct.  11  and  12  for  the  last  round  of 
auditions. 

“The  response  has  been  beyond  our 
expectations,”  said  Canada’s  Got 
Talent’s  executive  producer,  Ed 


Robinson,  in  an  article  in  The 
Vancouver  Sun.  “We’ve  reached  out 
to  a lot  of  organizations  and  schools 
and  whatever  and  said,  ‘Bring  us 
your  jugglers,  your  unicyclists,  your 
trapeze  artists  and  your  people  who 
do  strange  things  with  yo-yos,’  and 
we’ve  got  lots  of  people  pre-registered 
who  are  certainly  non-traditional 
acts.” 

There  is  no  age  limit  for  people  audi- 
tioning. 

As  long  as  the  participant  is  a 
Canadian  citizen,  permanent  resi- 
dent of  Canada  or  an  aboriginal  who 
permanently  resides  within  the  terri- 
torial boundaries  of  Canada,  he  or 
she  can  audition  for  the  show. 

“We’re  going  into  it  with  open  arms 
and  open  minds,”  said  Robinson.  “I 
think  the  fact  that  it’s  open  to  all  age 
groups  and  open  to  duos,  trios  or  how- 
ever many  are  in  your  act,  and  that 
the  range  of  what’s  welcome  on  the 


show  is  extremely  broad,  will  make  it 
a unique  opportunity  for  people. 

“And,  like  Idol,  this  provides  a plat- 
form for  people  to  actually  showcase 
their  stuff,  which  is  not  always  readily 
available  in  some  areas  of  the  country,” 
he  said. 

The  show  is  scheduled  to  premiere 
next  March  on  Citytv  and  Robinson 
said  they  are  still  in  the  process  of  get- 
ting everything  together,  including 
who  the  'TV  judges  and  host  will  be. 

‘We  have  been  working  very  hard  for 
the  past  four  months  to  put  together  a 
judging  panel  and  to  find  our  host  and 
we  wdl  be  making  announcements  with- 
in the  next  few  weeks,”  Robinson  said  in 
the  article.  ‘We  recognize  it’s  a big  part 
of  what  people  will  be  talking  about.” 

The  winner  will  receive  $100,000 
and  a booking  to  play  at  a venue  in 
Las  Vegas. 

You  can  follow  Got  Talent  action  on 
Twitter  and  Facebook. 


Thousands  of  people  waited  in  lines  outside  the  Rogers  Centre  from  Sept.  27  to 
Sept.  30  to  audition  for  Canada’s  first-ever  Talent. 


Julie  Lambert  and  her  son  came  to  the 
Roger’s  Centre  to  support  his  uncle  who 
sings  country  music  and  is  auditioning  for 
the  show. 


Meet  the  T alent 


Photos  by  Jessica  Martin 


Christy  Leigh  (Firesnake) 
Hometown:  Kirkland  Lake 
Talent:  Singer/songwriter 
Are  you  going  to  win: 
“Hopefully,  I plan  on  it.” 


Rico  Hanvold 
Hometown:  Waterford 
Talent:  Singer/songwriter 
Are  you  going  to  win:  “I’m 
here  to  try." 


Jay  Parry 

Hometown:  Peterborough 
Talent:  Impersonator 
Are  you  going  to  win:  “I  think 
so.  I've  got  talent.  People  tell 
me  I sound  exactly  like  Elton 
John.  I think  I do  too.  ” 


Stewart  Knight 
Hometown:  Toronto 
Talent:  Juggling 
Are  you  going  to  win:  “I  hope 
so.  It’s  OK  If  I don't.  It’s  all 
for  fun.” 
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A gift  given,  a talent  showcased 


PHOTO  BY  JAZLYN  SLACK 


Mary-florence  Bartley  plays  her  North  American  native  flute  while  standing  in  line  at  the  Canada’s  Got 
Taient  competition  in  Toronto  on  Sept.  27. 


By  JAZLYN  SLACK 

You’ll  never  know  if  you 
have  a talent,  until  one  day 
you  wake  up  and  try  it. 

For  Mary-florence  Bartley, 
it  came  as  a shock  when  one 
day  she  woke  up  and  was  able 
to  play  the  North  American 
native  flute,  a wooden,  hand- 
made instrument  that  has 
“been  around  for  centuries  in 
many  cultures.” 

“I  had  never  seen  one 
before,”  said  Bartley  of 
Barrie,  Ont. 

She  was  on  her  way  out  the 
door  of  a native  gift  shop  in 
Alberta  when  she  was 
stopped  by  a glass  cabinet 
that  she  hadn’t  noticed 
before.  Inside  was  the  flute. 

“I  had  no  idea  how  to  play  it, 
but  for  some  reason,  I knew  I 
had  to  have  it,”  she  said. 

No  instructions  were  includ- 
ed with  the  wooden  instru- 
ment, but  that  didn’t  stop 
Bartley  from  pla3dng.  “All  I 
could  do  with  it  was  make  it 
sound  like  a cat  that  was 
caught  in  something  really 
imcomfortable,  really  painful.” 

When  she  returned  home, 
the  “cat  was  still  caught  in 
the  trap,”  however,  when  she 
woke  up  the  next  morning, 
she  could  play  the  flute. 

“I  knew  then  I was  given  a 
gift,”  she  said. 

For  the  last  six  years, 
Bartley  has  continued  to 
teach  herself  how  to  play. 
She  says  she  doesn’t  know 
how,  “but  something  hap- 
pened during  the  night,  and 
I was  given  a gift.” 


At  Canada’s  Got  Talent  on 
Sept.  27,  Bartley  stood  in 
line  for  three  long  hours, 
confident  in  her  talent. 

“There  were  thousands  of 
people  there,  and  from  what  I 
heard,  there  was  some  pretty 
amazing  talent.  Who  knows,  I 
may  have  been  standing  in 
line  next  to  the  winner,”  she 
said. 

After  standing  in  the  “cat- 
tle line,”  she  finally  entered 
the  Rogers  Centre.  “There 
were  more  guitars  than  at  a 
Nashville  picnic!  It  was 
quite  the  cacophony.” 

Those  who  auditioned  were 
sent  up  to  the  sky  boxes  in 
groups  of  50  where  there 
were  two  to  four  judges  in 
each  one. 

“My  judges  were  really  nice. 
My  initial  intention  was  to 
perform  Colours  of  the  Wind 
with  my  intro  and  extro  on 
the  native  flute.  After  my  per- 
formance, one  of  the  judges 
asked  what  the  guitar  was 
for,  the  one  I had  slung  over 
my  shoulder.  I didn’t  know 
the  procedure  for  auditions 
and  I wanted  to  be  prepared 
for  an5dhing.  I told  them  I can 
sing  anything  from  Gramma’s 
Feather  Bed  to  Schubert’s 
Ave  Maria.  It’s  difficult  to 
come  up  with  one  selection.” 

Bartley  went  on  to  sing  Ave 
Maria  for  the  judges.  She 
said  after  she  finished  they 
“picked  their  jaws  up  off  their 
chests,”  and  suggested  that 
should  be  the  “voice”  she  uses 
the  next  time  she  performs. 

Bartley  finds  out  if  she 
moves  on  in  the  competition 


by  the  end  of  October. 

This  isn’t  her  first  competi- 
tion. Bartley  won  the  title  of 
Senior  Star  in  Barrie  this  past 
summer,  and  has  also  won 
Senior  Idol  for  her  region. 

Like  any  competitor, 
there’s  always  inspiration  to 
back  her  up.  Bartley’s  first 
husband  was  killed  by  a 
drunk  driver  in  1973,  five 


days  before  his  son’s  first 
birthday.  She  buried  her  dad 
two  months  later. 

“That  was  the  summer  I 
made  a conscious  decision 
that,  no  matter  what  was 
going  on  in  my  life,  I would 
look  for  the  positive  and  the 
humour.  So  far,  38  years 
later,  it  seems  to  be  working 
pretty  well.  I volunteer  for 


the  hospital  and  hospice  and 
my  mission  is  to  make  people 
smile  and  feel  better. 

“I’m  here  because  my  first 
husband  was  killed  and  he’s 
the  only  one,  the  first  one 
that  could  recognize  that  I 
could  sing.  He  recognized  it 
before  I could,  so  you  know 
what?  I’m  going  to  do  this. 
So  we’ll  see  what  happens.” 


Simcha  Gensesove 
Hometown:  Thornhill 
Talent:  Micheal  Jackson 
impersonator 

Are  you  going  to  win:  “Ya,  I 
think  I’ve  got  a shot.  This  is 
a good  opportunity  for  me." 


Juvan  Taylor 
Hometown:  Burlington 
Talent:  Singer 
Are  you  going  to  win:  “No,” 
he  said  laughing.  ‘I’m  seri- 
ous about  auditioning  but  I 
won’t  win.  My  mom  thinks  I 
will  though.” 


The  Swag  Monkeys 
Hometown:  Burlington 
Talent:  Gymnasts/dancers 

Are  you  going  to  win:  “Yes!  We  only  got  together  a month  and  a 
half  ago.  Some  of  the  girls  are  gymnasts  at  the  national  level, 
and  I’m  a sports  choreographer.  We  bring  it  all  together.” 


Toronto  Batman 
Hometown:  Toronto 
Talent:  “Here  to  protect 
those  that  live  in  fear  and  to 
stop  madness  in  Toronto.” 
Are  you  going  to  win:  “I’m 
here  for  shits  and  giggles.” 


Page  10 ‘SPOKE 


FEATURE 


Tuesday,  October  11, 2011 


PHOTO  BY  DEVON  SMITH 

Eryn  Brown  and  her  fellow  students  work  hard  at  nnaking  a chicken  veloute  in  the 
first-year  culinary  management  kitchen  iab  at  Waterioo  campus. 


By  DEVON  SMITH 

^The  leaves  are  changing  colour 
^ 1 and  the  temperature  is  drop- 
ping  yet  there’s  something  in 
bloom  at  Waterloo  campus. 

bloom  is  Conestoga  College’s  full 
service  dining  room,  which  will  be 
open  to  the  public  on  Oct.  17.  The 
dining  room  is  operated  by  first-  and 
second-year  hospitality  and  culinary 
students  as  a part  of  their  curricu- 
lum. 

“We  will  be  running  different 
aspects  of  it,  everybody  gets  a position 
in  the  restaurant  when  we’re  in  full 
swing,”  said  first-year  hospitality  and 
hotel  management  student  Paul 
Chesney. 

“They  throw  you  right  into  it,  so  it’s 


a lot  to  take  in,  but  it’s  good;  a lot  of 
practical,  hands-on  work.” 

Matthew  Worden,  sommelier  and 
maitre  d’  at  bloom,  said,  “It  gives  an 
appreciation  for  how  the  dining  room 
operates,  what  the  protocol  is,  how 
things  work,  to  understand  how 
things  go  in  the  kitchen  and  on  the 
floor.” 

Worden,  who  also  teaches  at  the 
school,  is  focused  on  making  opportu- 
nities for  students  after  they  gradu- 
ate. 

“My  goal  for  my  students  is  to  really 
build  the  brand  of  Conestoga  College 
and  of  bloom,”  he  said. 

“So  the  student  leaves  here  with  a 
real  branded  element  to  their  diplo- 
ma. 

It’s  a goal  which  is  well  on  its  way  to 
achievement,  thanks  to 
recent  accolades. 

“bloom  recently  got  recog- 
nized by  Wine  Spectator 
International  for  our  wine 
list,”  said  Worden.  “We  got 
awarded  a wine  list  of  excel- 
lence. There  are  about  3,000 
restaurants  in  the  world  that 
get  recognized  for  this  award, 
so  to  be  a culinary  school  and 
have  that  distinction  is  kind 
of  a big  deal.” 

There  are  170  different 
wines  on  the  list  and  they 
range  from  $20  to  $280  a bot- 
tle. Worden  said  the  same 
bottles  would  probably  go  for 
three  times  that  much  at  a 
normal  restaurant. 

Bargains  at  bloom  aren’t 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

Students  prepare  hors  d’oeuvres  in  the  kitchen  at 
bloom 


INTERNET  PHOTO 

2nd-year  hospitality  and  hotel  management  student  Jeremy  Torres  shows  off  the 
wine  seiection  at  bioom. 


opentable.com  or  through  the  college 
website. 

They  can  also  be  made  by  email  at 
bloom@conestogac.on.ca  or  by  phone 
at  519-885-0501. 


PHOTO  BY  DEVON  SMITH 


Chef  Damien  Ingrao  stands  with  maitre 
d’  Matthew  Worden  in  the  kitchen  at 
bioom. 


restricted  to  booze  however,  as  a 
three-course  meal  usually  costs 
around  $16. 

“Certainly  the  value  is  here,  and 
many  guests  leave  saying,  ‘my  good- 
ness, we  don’t  even  dine  like  this  at  a 
proper  restaurant,”’  said  Worden. 

bloom  can  seat  between  45  and  50 
people  and  will  be  serving  dinner  on 
Mondays  and  Tuesdays  and  lunch 
from  Tuesday  to  Friday. 

The  dining  room  has.a  history  of  fill- 
ing up  fast  however,  so,  to  guarantee 
a table,  Worden  recommends  making 
your  reservation  a week  in  advance. 

Reservations  can  be  made  online  at 


October  31  - 
November  4, 
2011 


Lobster  Bisque 
scented  with  Vanilla  and 
Basil 


Mushroom  and  Artichoke 
Strudel 

Watercress  Salad 
Champagne  Vinaigrette 

Poached  Salmon 
Citrus  Beurre  Blanc, 
Brown  Rice  Pilaf 

Banana  Butter  Tart 
Chocolate  Sorbet 

3 courses  - $16 

4 courses  - $19 
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Horoscope 

Week  of  Oct.  11,  2011 


Libra 

September  23 
October  22 


Those  who  sit  around  and 
wait  for  opportunities  to  cre- 
ate themselves  see  only  half 
of  what  is  available  to  them. 


Taurus 

April  20  - May  20 


Crying  about  something 
only  means  that  you  care.  It 
is  never  a waste  of  time  to 
care  about  something,  no 
matter  how  much  it  may 
hurt  at  that  moment.. 


When  all  seems  lost  and 
hopeless  look  to  your  friends; 
they  can  always  help  you. 


Scorpio 

October  23  - 
November  21 


Jealousy  is  a waste  of  time, 
use  your  time  instead  to 
change  the  world  around 
you. 


Gemini 

■ ■ B 

Sagittarius 

November  22  - 
Deceniber  21 

Love  is  in  the  air  this  week, 
and  it  may  come  from  the 
most  unexpected  of  places. 

Just  because  it  seems  like 
someone  doesn’t  care  does- 
n’t mean  that  they  don’t, 
we  all  have  our  own  way  of 
showing  emotions.  See  it 
through  their  eyes. 

Cancer 

June  22  - July  22 

Capricorn 

December  22  - 

Saying  “I’m  sorry”  is  one  of 
the  toughest  things  to  do; 
don’t  be  hard  on  a person  if 
forgiveness  is  what  they 
seek. 

Sometimes  the  biggest 
rewards  come  from  the  small- 
est of  goals;  don’t  take  any- 
thing hghtly  this  week. 

July  23  - August 

Aquarius 

January  20  - 
‘ '^1.  . -'I  February  1 8 

You’ll  reach  new  heights  this 
week  before  seeing  new 
lows.  It’s  how  you  handle  the 
low  that  makes  you  who  you 
are. 

Smile  when  all  is  going 
wrong  this  week;  people 
will  see  the  brightness  in 
your  face  and  try  to  save 
your  world  from  crashing. 

Virgo 

^ itii  X August  23  - 

September  22 

Pisces 

^ ^ -■  February  19  - 
March  20 

Friends  may  come  and  go, 
but  you  should  do  your  best 
to  try  and  keep  every  friend- 
ship for  as  long  as  you  can, 
you  never  know  when  a 
helping  hand  is  needed. 


A brick  on  its  own  is  use- 
less, a 100  bricks  makes  a 
wall  and  1,000  makes  a 
house.  Don’t  do  everything 
alone  this  week,  you’re 
much  more  with  others. 


James  Witczak  is  the  resident 
astrologist  tyho  gazed  into  the 
ahyss  and  saw  it  gazing  back  at 
him,  causing  the  universe  to 
unfold  before  him. 


Stressed?  Get  a massage 


By  DREW  LOGAN 

Are  you  a little  stressed, 
tense  or  anxious?  If  so,  why 
not  book  yourself  a stress 
reliever? 

Massage  ' therapists 
Matthew  Gribb  and  Joanna 
Schisler  provide  both  regular 
and  hot  stone  massages  for 
up  to  an  hour  at  a time  in 
Room  2A100. 

An  appointment  can  be 
booked  at  the  office  and 
online  at  http://csimas- 
sagetherapy.com/massage- 
book.php. 

The  start  of  the  year  was 
slow  for  the  service  provided 
by  Conestoga  Students  Inc. 
(C SI)  due  to  the  strike.  Many 
students  thought  that  the 
massage  service  was  closed 
said  Monica  Amorim,  health 
plan  administrator. 

“September  and  January 
are  the  most  popular  times 
for  massages,”  she  said, 
adding  it’s  the  beginning  of 


new  terms  and  students  add 
family  members  to  their 
health  plans. 

Students  who  are  members 
of  CSI’s  health  plan  can 
receive  massage  therapy  for 
$7.46  for  30  minutes  instead 
of  the  usual  $37.29. 

A half-hour  hot  stone  mas- 
sage is  $10.17  in  comparison 
to  the  regular  $50.85. 

The  CSI  health  plan  will 
cover  you  if  massage  therapy 
is  recommended  by  a doctor. 
A doctor’s  note  is  required. 
With  the  health  plan  you  are 
covered  for  80  per  cent  of  your 
purchase,  up  to  $300  per 
year. 

But  just  because  the  thera- 
pists are  on  Boon  turf  does- 
n’t mean  any  average  Joe 
can’t  come  in  and  book  a 
massage. 

“Technically,  we’re  not 
closed  off  to  the  public.  The 
odd  person  may  come  in  from 
the  street,  but  they’re  usually 
family  members  of  someone 


going  to  the  school,”  said 
Gribb. 

Gribb  has  enjoyed  working 
at  Conestoga  for  two  years 
and  urges  anyone  who  is  curi- 
ous about  massage  therapy  to 
stop  by  and  ask  questions. 

“It’s  great  for  stress,  and  it’s 
a great  muscle  relaxant.  We 
would  be  more  than  happy  to 
help  you,”  he  said. 

Gribb  said  the  postures  of 
some  students  could  cause 
tight  muscles,  particularly  for 
those  who  sit  in  hard  chairs 
for  hours  in  an  “awkward  pos- 
ture, crouched  over  a key- 
board.” 

Gribb  is  dedicated  to  his 
task,  said  Keila  MacPherson, 
a first-year  student  in  jour- 
nalism. 

She  met  Gribb  at  a past  job 
they  both  had  worked  at. 

“He  was  always  offering  to 
help  others,  and  was  very 
comfortable  when  stressful 
situations  came  up,”  she 
said. 


The  solution  to  your  math  equation 


By  ANDREW  SOULSBY 

If  you’re  drowning  in  a sea 
of  numbers,  equations  and 
ancient  Greek  mathematical 
theories,  the  Learning 
Commons’  math  centre  can  be 
a lifesaver. 

Located  across  the  hall  from 
the  Tim  Hortons  at  Boon,  the 
math  centre  opened  last 
September  and  has  been 
helping  students  with  their 
least  favourite  subject  in  a 
variety  of  ways.  According  to 
Laura  lacocca,  the  centre’s 
co-ordinator,  math  drop-ins 
are  available  for  first-year 
students  who  are  struggling 
to  grasp  new  concepts  and 
theories.  The  drop-ins  are  set 
up  for  students  in  specific 
programs,  such  as  pre-nurs- 
ing and  business,  and  are 
taught  by  senior  students 
who  are  “the  best  of  the  best,” 
said  lacocca.  Schedules  for 
the  math  drop-ins  can  be 
found  online  through  the 


Student  Services’  drop-down 
menu  or  by  picking  up  a 
paper  copy  from  the  front 
desk. 

However,  drop-ins  aren’t 
the  only  way  the  centre  can 
help  you  brush  up  on  your 
math  skills.  One-on-one 
tutoring  is  available  for  stu- 
dents who  learn  best  with  an 
individualized  approach. 
Whether  you’re  looking  to 
take  that  80  per  cent  to  a 90, 
or  are  completely  lost  in 
Pythagoras’  theorem,  lacocca 
believes  tutoring  can  be  a 
worthwhile  experience. 

“Students  invest  in  the 
tutors  and  the  tutors  invest  in 
the  students  and  it  becomes 
this  really  neat  partnership,” 
she  said,  adding  she  often 
tells  tutors  in  the  beginning 
that  they’ll  soon  know  peo- 
ple’s names  by  how  often  they 
come  back. 

After  reading  quotes  she 
had  saved  on  her  desktop 
from  students  who  came  to 


thank  her  after  passing  a big 
test,  lacocca  cboked  up  telling 
a story  in  wbicb  a student 
bugged  her  and  said  “we  did 
it,”  giving  her  that  “warm  and 
fuzzy”  feeling  all  over.  This 
attitude  of  wanting  to  help 
people  is  something  she  looks 
for  when  selecting  students 
who  wish  to  tutor,  a part-time 
position  that  pays  $3  more 
than  the  student  minimum 
wage. 

Although  all  the  part-time 
positions  for  tutoring  are  full 
this  semester,  lacocca  is  look- 
ing for  those  who  are  excep- 
tional in  math  and  have 
strong  communication  and 
presentation  skills  to  come 
forward  for  the  upcoming 
winter  semester. 

While  “math  is  often  not  a 
loved  course,”  lacocca  said 
laughingly,  the  Learning 
Commons’  math  centre  is 
available  to  those  who  want 
to  learn  and  teach  the  radical 
subject. 
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There’s  an  app  for  that 


By  JAZLYN  SLACK 

There’s  a song  on  the  radio 
but  you  don’t  know  what  it  is, 
there’s  an  app  for  that! 

Students  at  Conestoga 
College  use  phone  applica- 
tions on  a daily  basis  whether 
they’re  on  their  iPhones, 
Blackberrys,  Androids  or  any 
other  cellphone  that  is  open 
to  an  “app  world.” 

Students  think  that  the 
iPhone  is  more  practical 
when  it  comes  to  using  appli- 
cations because  of  its  larger 
screen  and  easy  touch. 

Maja  Ulakovic,  a post-grad 
integrated  marketing  com- 
munications student  at 
Conestoga,  currently  has  a 
Blackberry.  “I  used  more 
apps  when  I had  my  iPhone, 
it’s  just  easier,”  she  said. 
“Now  I stick  to  more  function- 
al apps  like  Shazam.” 

Shazam  is  a mobile-based 
app  available  to  most  smart 
phones  such  as  Blackberry, 
iPhone  and  Android.  When 
you  hear  a song  on  the  radio 
that  5mu  don’t  know,  start  up 
Shazam,  hold  it  to  the  speak- 
er and  you’ll  know  the  song 
title  and  the  artist  within  a 
matter  of  seconds. 

There  are  many  different 
apps  available  in  the  several 
“app  worlds.”  Ulakovic  said 
one  she  remembers  playing 
the  most  was  Mr.  Giggles. 
She  said  it  was  a “weird  ver- 
sion of  Tetris  with  different 
PHOTO  BY  JAZLYN  SLACK  colours  and  faces  on  the 
The  Score  Mobile  app  is  a great  way  to  find  the  news,  stats  and  scores  for  your  favourite  sports  team  blocks.” 

and  can  be  used  with  all  three  operating  systems.  Kye  Allen,  a second-year 


TOP  OF  THE  CHARTS 


Top  5 free  iPhone  apps 

1.  Hair  Plucker 

2.  Temple  Run 

3.  Occupied 

4.  101-in  1 Games 

5.  VS.  Racing 

Top  5 free  Blackberry  apps 

1.  Blackberry  Messenger 

2.  Facebook 

3.  Screen  Muncher 

4.  WhatsApp  Messenger 

5.  Bible 

Top  5 free  Android  apps 

1.  Google  Maps 

2.  Facebook 

3.  YouTube 

4.  Angry  Birds 

5.  Skype 


marketing  student,  said  his 
favourite  app  is 

Minesweeper,  a classic  game 
also  found  on  most  PCs. 

While  there  are  many 
games  found  in  the  app 
world,  there  are  also  many 
pointless  apps  that  are  some- 
times fun  to  have. 

“I  have  this  fireplace  app,” 
said  Bethany  Cawker,  a post- 
grad integrated  marketing 
communications  student. 
‘Tou  know  at  Christmas  how 
there’s  that  channel  with  the 
Yule  log?  I usually  use  it 
when  I want  to  joke  around 
with  my  friends.” 

Along  with  the  games  and 
useless  applications,  there 
are  more  practical  apps  such 
as  banking  apps  or  all  of  your 
social  networking  apps. 

Need  a flashlight?  There’s 
even  an  app  for  that. 


Combining  science  with  art 


PHOTO  BY  BRENDAN  DALEY 


Iconographer  Christopher  Van  Donkelaar  appeared  at  the 
Cambridge  Centre  for  the  Arts  on  Sept.  22  with  his  painting, 
Barbara  of  Madoc.  The  painting  was  created  using  organic  paint. 


BY  BRENDAN  DALEY 

You  may  not  think  a handful 
of  dirt  could  ever  be  useful. 
However,  to  a local  painter,  it 
is  a world  of  possibility. 

Iconographer  Christopher 
Van  Donkelaar  appeared  on 
Sept.  22  at  the  Cambridge 
Centre  for  the  Arts,  providing 
the  audience  with  an  indepth 
look  into  his  fascinating 
method  of  painting. 

At  first  glance,  Barbara  of 
Madoc,  Donkelaar’s  most 
recent  work,  appeared  to  be  an 
ordinary  painting.  Sure,  the 
artistry  was  superior,  but  the 
audience  could  tell  that 
Barbara’s  beauty  must  have 
been  the  result  of  something 
much  deeper  — and  it  was. 

For  the  past  few  years, 
Donkelaar  has  been  utihzing 
natural  elements  taken  from 
the  environment  to  produce 
his  own  paint.  Through  trial 
and  error  and  lengthy 
research,  Donkelaar  has  craft- 
ed a system  for  producing  an 
array  of  paints  via  a meticu- 
lous refinery  process.  He  then 


uses  these  paints  to  produce 
iconographic  images  inspired 
by  the  area  in  which  the  organ- 
ic material  was  taken. 

Sure,  the  paints  offered  at 
any  local  art  store  would  suf- 
fice. However,  according  to 
Donkelaar,  this  method  better 
connects  the  artist  with  his 
subject  and  results  in  a more 
spiritual  experience. 

For  as  long  as  people  have 
been  painting,  they  have  been 
producing  their  own  paint. 
Materials  such  as  bone,  plants 
and  rock  are  some  of  the  most 
common  materials  to  be  used 
as  pigment.  Since  these  pig- 
ments are  insoluble,  they  need 
to  be  coupled  with  a binder 
such  as  egg  yolk.  Depending  on 
how  you  refine  your  pigment, 
an  artist  can  produce  a quanti- 
ty of  different  colours  that  vary 
in  vibrancy  and  tone. 

The  process  of  refinement 
involves  breaking  down  organ- 
ic matter  into  a fine  powder. 
The  matter  can  be  crushed, 
ground,  precipitated  or  fired. 
Depending  on  which  method 
Donkelaar  chooses  and  how  he 


alters  the  variables,  he  can 
produce  an  array  of  colours  — 
nearly  enough  to  complete  an 
entire  painting. 

Although  uncommon  in  an 
era  where  store-bought  paints 
are  readily  available,  the  origi- 
nal method  of  producing  paint 
still  manages  to  strike  interest 
in  contemporary  artists. 

‘There  is  something  special 
when  you  stop  defining  colour 
as  this  LCD  television  thing 
and  start  identif5dng  it  as  mat- 
ter,” said  Donkelaar. 

According  to  Donkelaar, 
every  geographical  area  has  its 
own  signatiu-e  colour.  It  is  his 
goal  to  capture  these  colours 
and  incorporate  them  into  his 
art. 

Although  the  term  iconogra- 
phy is  widely  used,  Donkelaar 
specializes  in  iconographic 
images  pertaining  to  religion. 
Donkelaar’s  paintings  are  com- 
posed of  rehgious  figures  and 
symbols  that  are  of  signifi- 
cance to  a chosen  area.  After 
four  weeks  of  collecting  organ- 
ic matter  and  producing  paint, 
Donkelaar  spends  two  weeks 


researching  his  subject,  pray- 
ing to  the  chosen  saint,  and 
finally  painting. 

Trained  by  Orthodox  monks 
in  Galion,  Ohio,  Donkelaar 
was  chosen  specifically  during 
his  childhood  to  assist  the 
monks  with  their  painting.  His 
long  arms  enabled  him  to 
reach  spots  that  others  could 
not.  It  was  later  decided  that 
Donkelaar  may  as  well 


apprentice  under  these  monks 
in  the  art  of  iconography. 

To  this  day,  Donkelaar  con- 
tinues to  combine  art,  geology 
and  chemistry  to  create 
unorthodox  art  like  none  other. 
According  to  German  philoso- 
pher Friedrich  Nietzsche,  “art 
is  the  proper  task  of  life.” 
Donkelaar  has  committed  his 
life  to  his  work  and  continually 
changes  the  way  we  view  art. 
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Portrait  of  a tattoo  artist 


Google  Plus  released, 


Facebook  changes 


By  REYHAN  ENVER 

Every  social  networking 
website  is  fighting  for  your 
status  updates. 

Google  Plus  released  their 
beta  website  to  the  public  on 
Sept.  21. 

Users  can  now  access 
Google  Plus  from  Google’s 
homepage,  where  a new  tab 
labelled  You+  was  added  as 
the  first  link.  A big  blue 
arrow  was  put  on  the  home- 
page  pointing  to  the  new  tab 
for  noticeabihty. 

The  new  website  features 
celebrities  interacting  with 
fans,  much  like  Twitter, 
where  famous  people  are 
constantly  responding  to  and 
re-tweeting  fans.  However, 
with  Google  Plus,  fans  can 
interact  through  live  video 
feeds. 

A live  hangout  with 
Will.i.am  was  held  at  9 p.m. 
on  the  release  day.  The 
hangouts  allow  users  to  use 
their  webcams  and  micro- 
phones to  communicate  with 
up  to  nine  other  people  at 
one  time.  There  is  the  option 


to  block  either  your  video, 
audio  or  both,  if  you  are  just 
watching  someone  else 
speak. 

The  hangouts  can  also  be 
accessed  from  the  Google  Plus 
mobile  application  which  is 
currently  available  for 
Android,  iPhone,  BlackBerry, 
Nokia/Symbian  and  Windows 
Mobile  smart  phones.  Google 
said  they  ‘Tauilt  Google  Plus 
with  mobile  in  mind.” 

Although  the  website  was 
all  over  the  Internet  during 
their  trial  period  which  was 
roughly  a 90-day  period,  for 
users  with  an  invitation  only, 
Google  Plus  is  still  very  new 
for  many. 

“I  don’t  really  know  much 
about  it,  but  I don’t  really 
think  I need  more  features 
than  Facebook.  I don’t  really 
care  about  it,”  said  Greg 
Chevreau,  a marketing  stu- 
dent at  Conestoga  College. 

More  features  the  social  net- 
working website  includes  are 
game  rooms  and  circles. 
Circles  allow  users  to  put  all 
your  contacts  into  separate 
groups. 


According  to  Google, 
“Circles  make  it  easy  to  put 
your  friends  from  Saturday 
night  in  one  circle,  your  par- 
ents in  another  and  your  boss 
in  a circle  by  himself,  just  like 
real  life.” 

“Social  media  is  getting 
way  too  carried  away  with 
things,  it’s  just  unnecessary. 
I think  there’s  a point  where 
it’s  too  accessible,”  Chevreau 
said. 

Facebook  changed  its  lay- 
out by  getting  rid  of  the  top 
stories  and  most  recent  fea- 
tures and  added  in  all 
updates  to  the  right  side 
causing  users  to  be  very 
unhappy. 

After  interviewing  students 
at  Conestoga  it  became  evi- 
dent that  people  are  consid- 
ering Google  Plus  because 
the  new  Facebook  changes 
confuse  them. 

“I’ll  probably  delete  my 
Facebook  within  the  next 
year,”  said  Nick  Skantzos,  a 
marketing  student  at  the  col- 
lege. 

To  check  out  the  website  go 
to  www.plus.google.com. 


By  PAN  MACLEOD 

They  say  that  we  leave  a 
permanent  impression  on 
everyone  we  meet  but  for 
Darryl  Wiebe,  that’s  his  job. 
He’s  21  years  old  and  he’s 
already  got  his  career  figured 
out.  Wiebe  is  a tattoo  artist. 

While  at  Waterloo  Oxford 
High  School,  Wiebe  always 
had  a knack  for  visual  art  and 
spent  a lot  of  time  drawing  on 
things  such  as  notebooks  and 
binders  but  he  especially 
liked  to  draw  on  his  friends. 
Although  he  could  see  himself 
going  into  firefighting,  screen 
printing  or  advertising 
design,  it  was  no  surprise 
when  his  art  teacher  suggest- 
ed an  apprenticeship  at  a tat- 
too parlour.  So  he  made  a 
portfoho,  went  down  to  Way 
Cool  Tattoos  and  “bugged 
them”  until  they  gave  him  his 
apprenticeship. 

It’s  nice  to  know  that  the 
first  thing  they  stress  in  train- 
ing is  sterihzation.  Wiebe’s 
advice  when  picking  a tattoo 
parlour  is  to  make  sure  you 
ask  about  how  they  keep  their 
record  for  spore  tests  and  ster- 
ihzations.  If  they’re  willing  to 
show  you  the  records  then 
that’s  a good  sign.  If  they 
staunchly  refuse  then  they’ve 
probably  got  something  to 
hide  and  you  shouldn’t  place 
your  trust  in  them.  Way  Cool 


is  ready  and  willing  to  show 
their  records  but  one  can  feel 
reassured  merely  by  the  smeU 
of  the  place  as  soon  as  you 
step  in;  it  practically  smells 
like  a hospital. 

Beyond  sanitation,  Wiebe 
also  had  to  learn  how  to  use  a 
tattoo  gun.  This  began  with 
practising  on  the  smooth  sur- 
face of  a honeydew  melon. 
Gradually,  he  progressed  to 
giving  tattoos  to  his  friends 
and  family  that,  as  he  put  it, 
wouldn’t  hate  him  if  he  made 
a mistake.  At  the  same  time 
he  had  to  learn  how  to  work 
on  drawings  in  composition 
with  the  body.  This  way  he 
can  tell  what  images  would 
translate  well  into  tattoos. 

In  his  two  and  a half  years 
(including  apprenticeship), 
he’s  given  countless  tattoos; 
some  he’s  particularly  proud 
of,  such  as  ones  he’s  given  to 
people  close  to  him  and  ones 
that  are  clearly  meaningful 
like  when  parents  get  their 
children’s  signatures.  Of 
course,  on  the  other  end  of  that 
spectrum  there  are  always 
people  coming  in  with  images 
that  just  won’t  translate  weU 
into  a tattoo.  However,  if 
Wiebe  doesn’t  have  confidence 
in  a tattoo  idea  then  he  will 
staunchly  refiise  to  do  it.  “No 
matter  how  stubborn  a person 
is,  if  it’s  just  gonna  be  a bad 
tattoo,  then  going  through 


PHOTO  BY  DAN  MACLEOD 

Tattoo  artist  Darryl  Wiebe  of  Way  Cool  Tattoos  works  on  some  designs  in  downtown  kitchener  on 
Sept.  19. 


with  it  would  look  bad  on  me  with  doing  what  you  love  every  day.” 
and  worse  on  the  person  who’s 
stuck  with  it  forever.” 

Wiebe  says  he  sees  himself 
doing  tattoos  for  a long  time 
to  come.  It  took  a lot  of 
patience  to  get  used  to  the 
way  things  are  done  in  the 
shop  and  although  it’s  usually 
a friendly  and  relaxed  work 
environment,  it’s  not  without 
its  stressful  times,  especially 
when  work  is  backed  up  and 
he  can’t  rush  because  that 
could  cause  him  to  make  a 
mistake.  But  Wiebe  says  “I 
wouldn’t  trade  it  for  anything 
because  nothing  compares 
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KW I AG  presents  contemporary  art 


New  collection  features 
time  and  space 
through  the  eyes  of 
seven  Canadian  artists 


By  BRENDAN  DALEY 

You  may  not  completely 
understand  it.  You  might 
begin  to  feel  confusion  set  in. 
Don’t  panic,  this  is  art  and 
personal  interpretation  is 
everything. 

Regardless  of  who  you  are 
or  how  you  feel  about  art,  the 
Kitchener-Waterloo  Art 
Gallery  is  a fun  place  to  be. 
The  Limits,  KWI  AG’s  most 
recent  exhibit,  is  sure  to 
intrigue  all  types  of  visitors. 

A collection  of  contemporary 
artworks,  curator  Crystal 
Mowry  describes  The  Limits 
as  “ideas  about  time  and 
space,  as  seen  through  the 
eyes  of  seven  leading 
Canadian  and  international 
artists.  The  Limits  features  a 
diverse  mix  of  artistic  disci- 
plines, including  drawing, 
sculpture,  video  and  photog- 
raphy.” 

As  you  walk  through  the 
doorway  into  the  flat  white 
room,  you  cannot  help  but 
notice  the  large,  complex,  net- 
like  mural  that  spans  nearly 
one  whole  wall.  This  intricate 
wall  drawing  created  entirely 
of  yarn  and  pins  by  Alyson 
Shotz  is  a perfect  example  of 
contemporary  artists  using 
unconventional  methods  to 
create  their  masterpiece.  The 
mural  was  originally  created 
using  a computer  program. 
Once  completed,  Shotz  pro- 
jected the  image  onto  the  wall 
using  an  overhead  projector 
and  a transparent  printout. 

‘The  image  acts  as  a trans- 
lation of  a digital,  hypotheti- 
cal version  of  space,”  noted 
Mowry 

According  to  Kate  Carder- 
Thompson,  school  programs 
co-ordinator,  “contemporary 


art  usually  involves  a huge 
variety  of  media.  Since  about 
1950,  there  has  been  a lot 
more  exploration  of  abstract 
themes.  The  art  usually 
addresses  a larger  issue.” 

Although  skeptical  at  first, 
Thompson  remains  surprised 
at  how  receptive  visitors  have 
been  of  Spring  Hurlbut’s  pho- 
tographic portraits  of  cremat- 
ed human  and  animal 
remains. 

“It’s  an  emotional  and 
touchy  issue  because  you  are 
being  confronted  with  death. 
But  so  far  we  haven’t  had  a 
negative  response,”  said 
Thompson. 

Of  the  groups  that  have 
toured  the  gallery,  many  were 
anxious  to  analyze  and  inter- 
pret the  artworks.  A common 
favourite  amongst  the  group 
was  Vision  by  David  Spriggs. 
Spriggs  utilized  the  theory 
behind  movie-making  to  cre- 
ate a three-dimensional 
image  resembling  a travelling 
comet.  By  layering  multiple 
images  painted  onto  trans- 
parent film,  the  combined 
imagery  works  together  to 
create  frozen  motion. 

Since  its  opening  on  Sept. 
16,  The  Limits  has  attracted 
a broad  audience.  They  have 
welcomed  young  children  and 
the  elderly  alike.  Between 
tours  for  toddlers  and  tours 
for  Alzheimer’s  patients, 
KW|AG  has  been  keeping  a 
busy  schedule.  According  to 
Thompson,  some  visitors 
entered  the  gallery  with  little 
interest  and  left  with  major 
appreciation  for  art. 

The  Limits  will  remain  open 
to  the  public  untd  Jan.  8 and 
all  are  welcome  to  attend  the 
curator’s  talk  Nov.  10  at  7 
p.m. 
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School  programs  co-ordinator,  Kate  Carder-Thompson,  provided  tours  of  the  Kitchener-Waterloo  Art 
Gallery  on  Sept.  29.  The  Limits,  KW/AG’s  most  recent  exhibit,  can  be  viewed  until  Jan.  8. 


Disability  Services  here  to  help 


By  TORIE  ROTH 

Students  who  don’t  know  if 
they  actually  have  a learning 
disability  can  go  to 
Conestoga’s  Counselling 
Services  for  an  assessment. 
However,  if  a student  already 
has  a diagnosis  and  documen- 
tation of  a learning  disability, 
he  or  she  can  go  directly  to 
Disability  Services  to  regis- 
ter. This  can  take  place  at  any 
time  during  the  school  year. 

In  addition  to  the  intake 
process,  the  disability  coun- 
sellors wall  also  collect  infor- 
mation on  what  that  stu- 
dent’s learning  disability  is, 
and  what  exactly  the  struggle 
is  within  their  academic  pro- 
gram. Then  a letter  of  accom- 
modation is  given  to  the  stu- 
dent who,  in  turn,  hands  it  to 
all  professors. 

The  accommodation  form 
does  not  explain  the  student’s 
disability.  The  student  has  a 
choice  to  withhold  that  infor- 
mation from  their  professors. 
The  accommodation  form  is 
instead  a list  of  the  specific 
resources  and  adjustments 
the  student  needs  to  succeed 
in  his  or  her  academic  pro- 
gram. 

Accommodations  could 
include  extra  time  on  tests  to 


receiving  lecture  notes  before- 
hand. 

Disability  Services  has  two 
methods  of  test  booking.  The 
preferred  method  is  done 
electronically,  according  to 
the  Disability  Services  web- 
site. If  a student  doesn’t 
understand  how  to  book  a 
test  with  Disability  Services, 
he  or  she  can  go  to  their  stu- 
dent portal  under  the  servic- 
es tab  and  click  on  the  dis- 
ability website.  There,  stu- 
dents will  find  a PowerPoint 
presentation  that  will  walk 
them  through  how  to  book  a 
test  online. 

“If  in  the  event  that  they 
still  don’t  understand,  they 
can  always  go  to  the  disabili- 


ty office  in  the  college  and  ask 
for  help.  Any  counsellor  or 
receptionist  will  be  happy  to 
help,”  said  Rhondda 
Lymburner,  a Disability 
Services  counsellor. 

The  department  can  also 
refer  a student  to  other  help- 
ful outlets  within  the  college, 
such  as  peer  tutoring,  learn- 
ing strategists,  writing  and 
math  help,  and  computer 
help. 

Another  resource  that  stu- 
dents registered  with 
Disability  Services  have 
access  to  is  the  adaptive  tech- 
nology lab,  where  they  can 
learn  how  to  use  voice  recog- 
nition software  and  other 
technology. 
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Mary  Ellen  Palmer  speaks  with  Lindsay  Tessier,  a first-year  journal- 
ism print  student,  about  registering  with  Disability  Services. 
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Condors  lose  two  against  defending  champs 


By  JAKE  ROBINSON 
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Brooke  Brenneman  throws  a fastball  during  Conestoga’s  first  game  against  Durham  at  the  Doon  campus  on  Oct.  1.  Brenneman  pitched 
five  innings  throwing  four  strikeouts  and  aiiowing  one  base  on  balis. 


The  Conestoga  women’s 
fastball  team  hosted  a double- 
header  against  the  defending 
champions  Durham  Lords  on 
Oct.  1. 

Despite  being  defeated  11-0 
in  the  first  game,  the  Condors 
didn’t  quit  and  played  five 
hard  innings  of  baseball. 

Brooke  Brenneman  pitched 
a strong  game  for  Conestoga 
allowing  only  four  earned 
runs.  She  struck  out  four  bat- 
ters and  walked  one.  She  also 
went  1-2  at  the  plate  as  she 
drove  a base  hit  through  the 
infield. 

Brenneman  was  backed  up 
by  fine  defensive  plays  from 
Brandy  Hillar  and  Chelsea 
Patrizio. 

“Our  first  game  kind  of  got 
away  from  us,”  said  Hillar, 
who  is  in  her  second  year  of 
interior  decorating.  “We  had 
one  bad  inning  and  that’s 
kind  of  where  it  went.” 

The  Condors  got  off  to  a 
strong  start  in  the  second 
game  as  Patrizio  hit  a lead-off 
double  to  the  opposite  field. 
Hillar  followed  with  a single, 
which  advanced  Patrizio  to 
third;  Hillar  then  stole  sec- 
ond. However,  both  base  run- 
ners were  left  stranded. 

Pitcher  Magg  Calvert  had  a 
good  first  inning  as  well  as 
she  got  her  first  of  three 
strikeouts  in  the  game. 

Durham  answered 

Conestoga’s  strong  start  in 


the  second  inning  as  they  hit 
a few  singles  to  give  them- 
selves a 3-0  lead.  However, 
Durham’s  rally  was  cut  short 
as  Patrizio  threw  a long  out- 
field assist  to  get  the  final  out 
at  home. 

Conestoga  played  great 
fundamental  baseball  in  the 
fourth.  After  Katelyn  Tilley 
reached  base  with  a lead-off 


single,  Emma  Budziarek  laid 
down  a perfect  sacrifice  bunt 
to  advance  Tilley  into  scor- 
ing position  with  only  one 
away.  After  the  Condors 
were  unable  to  capitalize, 
Durham  replied  in  the  bot- 
tom half  of  the  inning  with 
one  more  run. 

The  Condors  rallied  in  the 
sixth  but  fell  short  as  they 


squandered  their  bases- 
loaded  opportunity. 

Durham  added  one  more 
run  to  give  themselves  a 5-0 
victory. 

Conestoga  had  some  key 
performances  from  Patrizio 
who  batted  2-4  with  two  dou- 
bles and  Tilley  who  went  2-3. 

“The  girls  were  a little  nerv- 
ous in  the  first  game,  once  we 


got  them  settled  down  I think 
they  were  fine,”  said  coach 
Rick  Proud.  “They  came  out 
and  played  a much  better 
game  in  the  second  game.  As 
long  as  we  can  keep  them  set- 
tled and  under  control  we 
should  be  fine  for  the  rest  of 
the  season.” 

Conestoga’s  next  game  will 
be  on  Oct.  12  against  Seneca. 


Conestoga  box  score 

Week  of  Sept.  27  to  Oct.l 

By  JAKE  ROBINSON 

Women*s  Fastball 

Sept.  27,  Lost  9-7  against  Mohawk. 

Won  14-10  against  Mohawk. 

Kaitlyn  Skuce  and  Brandy  Hillar  had  key  performances  in 
the  team’s  first  win  of  the  season.  Skuce  went  4-5  with  4 
RBIs.  Hillar  went  3-3  with  4 RBIs  and  2 runs  scored. 

Oct.  1,  Lost  11-0  against  Durham. 

Lost  5-0  against  Dxirham. 

Women’s  Rugby 

Oct.  6,  Won  46-3  against  Mohawk. 

The  Condors  are  off  to  a strong  start  this  season  as  they  are 
2-0. 


Men’s  Rugby 

Sept.  29,  Lost  53-0  against  Seneca. 

Men’s  Soccer 

Sept.  28,  Lost  3-0  against  Humber. 
Oct.  1,  Lost  1-0  against  Sheridan. 

Women’s  soccer 

Sept.  27,  Lost  1-0  against  Humber. 
Oct.  1,  Lost  1-0  against  Sheridan. 


■ HP  ■ 


COUNSELLOR’S  CORNER:  Finances 

Are  financial  pressures  creating  stress  for  you?  Is  it  difficult 
to  concentrate  on  studying  because  you’re  not  sure  if  you 
can  pay  the  rent  or  buy  groceries  this  month?  There  are  a 
number  of  things  you  can  do  to  help  ease  your  financial 
worries. 


If  your  financial  situation  has  changed,  check  with  the 
Financial  Aid  office  to  see  if  you  can  have  your  OSAP  entitlement  reassessed.  They 
also  have  information  on  bursaries.  There  may  be  bursaries  and  scholarships  available 
for  students  in  specific  programs.  Scholarships  and  awards  available  for  students  in 
each  program  are  listed  in  the  Student  Guide  you  received  at  the  beginning  of  the 
school  year.  Information  can  also  be  found  on  the  College  Website. 


Another  way  to  relieve  the  pressure  is  through  employment.  Ask  at  the  college’s  Career 
Resource  Centre  (1A105)  and  on  the  web  site  for  help  finding  part-time  work  during  the 
school  year  or  contract  work  for  the  summer.  Opportunities  for  employment  may  also  be 
available  at  the  college  through  the  work/study  program,  including  working  as  a peer 
tutor.  Service  clubs  and  churches  may  also  provide  support.  The  College/CSI- 
sponsored  food  bank  is  located  on  campus  for  students.  Please  see  CSI  for  more 
information. 


If  you’re  having  more  immediate  needs;  Counselling  Services  can  provide  resource 
information  and  discuss  any  of  these  options  or  other  ideas  and  concerns. 

A Message  from  Counselling  Services,  1A101 
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